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for this essence itself is but a necessary mode of another eternal essence, and is what it is in virtue of an attribute of the Absolute. There is therefore no power to execute the rules except the understanding that makes them; and whatever that may be, it is predetermined in the nature of things with no less certainty than the Pythagorean property in the right-angled triangle: it can as little be made greater or less, as the square of the hypothenuse can be made to exceed the squares of the sides. Moreover, what is this Mind, whose 'essence' is to put forth the energy? We have been expressly warned against regarding it as more than a mere ens rationis, a fiction of logical abstraction, with no other reality than that of the successive ideas, first of the bodily affections and then of their ideas, which spin the phenomenal thread of our life; and we are forbidden to invest it with any '-faculty] whether of reason or of will, beyond the happening to us of grouped and serial ideas according to certain laws. How this denial of ' faculty,' i. e. power of doing, can be reconciled with the self-asserting conatus for which so much is claimed that it is in fact made to do duty as an Ego, remains unexplained. Waiving this, however, we still occupy the position, that the conatus of the understanding is the sole agency in moral conflict, and is a determinate quantity, which is not constituted by the person, but constitutes him.
So much for the active side in this story of temptation. The passive feeling which threatens to enervate it and leave the field to Sense and Imagination, comes from external objects, from the play upon ourselves of natures other than ours. It is, therefore, the expression of their power: the conatus of their essence, which contests the pretensions of our own, and tries to hem it in and mar its development. Since both the rival types are set up as modes out of the same infinite attributes by inevitable deduction, it seems strange that they should clash; each we should expect to have its own full right, without contradicting the other. And contradict^ in strict sense, it does not: it does not